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Nashville Ronald McDonald House 
turns 25! Throughout 2016 you’ll see many updates and
events surrounding our House celebrating its 25th birthday. We’re
thrilled to reach this milestone and looking forward to a 
year-long celebration of serving families through the House 

program. Do you have memories or photos to share of your experience with our
House through the years – as a family staying here, as a volunteer or donor?  Share them
with us at: info@rmhcnashville.com

Friday, March 4, 2016: The much-loved d’Vine Selections Wine
Tasting is getting a makeover – and a new date!  Previously held in
November, the next d’Vine Selections event will be held on 
March 4  from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Nashville Farmers’ Market.  This

coming year, Ed Fryer of Village Wine & Spirits, will add craft beer and spirits to the tasting
offerings.  Local restaurants will also provide tasty bites. Save the date, and check our website
for tickets that will be on sale soon!

Saturday, April 16, 2016: Don’t miss this live television
event! Broadcast 7–10 p.m. from the Nashville Ronald 
McDonald House and hosted by many of News 2’s caring talent,
we raise more than $125,000 annually through this event.

Want to get involved?  Contact us for sponsorship and volunteer opportunities today!

Third Party Events
Third party events are hosted by companies, organizations and individuals in the community
who select RMHC of Nashville as the beneficiary for events they organize. These are a few
upcoming third party events this winter and spring:

Friday, March 18 – Saturday, March 19, 2016: Nashville Alpha Delta Pi Alumnae
Garage Sale.  If you're on the hunt for treasures, don't miss the Nashville Alpha Delta Pi
Alumnae Association garage sale benefiting RMHC of Nashville on April 8-9, 2016.  
The sale will be held at 5728 Knob Rd., Nashville, 37209 from 8am to 4pm. Have something
to donate? We can take it! Contact Alice Yopp at ahyopp@comcast.net for inquiries
about donating or sale information.

Saturday, February 13, 2016: The 3rd annual Hot Chocolate 15K/5K.  It’s hard to
think ahead past the holiday season, but we have a couple of good incentives for you to do
just that:  running and chocolate!  On Saturday, February 13, 2016, the Hot Chocolate racing
series will return for the 3rd annual 15K and 5K event benefiting our programs. 

Chocolate is a central them in the race and expo, from hot chocolate at the finish line to
the world’s largest cup of hot chocolate at the expo.  Racers will receive a long sleeve
technical quarter zip pullover fleece with the “I Run for Chocolate” theme, and volunteers
will receive a long sleeve t-shirt with the “I Volunteer for Chocolate” theme.  If you 
cannot participate as a runner, please consider volunteering on race day or at 
the expo. For detailed race information, please visit the Hot Chocolate website at 
hotchocolate15k.com/Nashville or for information on volunteer opportunities,
please call us at 615-343-4000.  We’ll see you at the start line!
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* We are seeking sponsors, silent auction items and committee volunteers for these events.

Fran Leahy and Senior Troop 2620 (Bellevue) 
delivered lovely wreaths for all 32 room doors 

in our House for the holidays.

Girl Scout Amelya Dorsey knitted hats for our families,
perfect for the cold months ahead.

Jim Wojciechowski of Southwest Airlines presents a
$10,000 donation from the annual Music City Classic
Golf Tournament organized by Southwest employees.

Troy Dickens of the Tennessee Trucking Association
presents a $13,501 check from the 2015 Big Rigs 

for Little Kids Golf Tournament.

The Hermitage PetSmart staff delivers a  huge 
collection of brand new stuffed toys  for our families.

The Hilton Nashville Downtown staff delivered 
goody bags and pull tabs. 

The Easton Goad Foundation held their inaugural 
5K event, raising $4,000 for our programs.

Volunteers from the Clorox Company took part in a
service day at our House – and yes, they cleaned!

Students of  Riverdale High School FCCLA visited our
House to learn more about our programs and how

they can make a differencein the lives of our families.

Kindergarten students from St. Bernard Academy
walk to our House once a month to deliver wish list

items and sing wonderful songs to brighten our day.

Imagine being away from home during the holidays and facing the critical illness of a child. Please think of the families
we serve who will be calling our house their “home away from home” during the holiday season.

Our Holiday Wish List – Can You Help Make Our Wishes Come True?

FOR OUR FAMILIES
Photo albums
Journals
Jewelry  (preteens/teens)
Lotion gift sets
Perfume gift sets
Gift cards 
(fast-food restaurants, 
Target, Walmart, 
Dollar General, iTunes)

iPods
DVDs (PG13, PG, G)
Infant socks/booties
Rattles
Baby toys

Bottles
Infant receiving blankets
Baby dolls 
Toys (ages 2-10)
Sports equipment
Playstation/X-box Players 
& Games 
Board games for all ages
Puzzles (ages 8 and younger)
Art supplies
Craft sets 
Diapers (sizes 4 and 5)
Premie clothing
Infant clothing
Baby wipes

Socks
Gloves
Winter hats
Scarves
Pajamas
Robes

FOR THE HOUSE 
Pillow protectors
Microwaves
Flat screen TV with 
built in DVD player 
(20 inch)
Trash bags (all sizes)
Laundry detergent

Paper plates
Plastic cups
Dryer sheets
Nonstick cookware
Box fans
Gas-powered Hedge
Trimmer
Leaf blower
Vacuum cleaners (bagless)
Crib sheets
Paper Towels
Electric can openers 
Hand-held Kitchen Aid
can openers
Ping Pong paddles 
and balls

Cookie sheets
Griddle
White wash cloths
Dish towels, dish rags 
and pot holders
Rubber mats for 
inside the tub
Standard size pillows
Alarm clocks with radio
Gift cards 
(Lowes, Home Depot, 
Walmart, and Target)

NOTE: 
ALL GIFT ITEMS ARE TO BE 
NEW ITEMS ONLY.
Thank You!

Cornersville High School students made their 
annual visit with piles of wish list items and

a financial contribution.

Staff celebrate Halloween with Martavian, 
who stayed in our House as an outpatient 

following a transplant.

Goings-On Around Our House...

Mark Your Calendars for these Fun Events for the Whole Family!

The Nashville Ronald McDonald House and Ronald McDonald 
Family Room at Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt
help seriously and chronically
ill children by helping their
families, including during the
holidays. Most importantly,
they can keep their families
together and receive support
from other families who are
facing similar challenges. 

This year, more than 600
families will pass through our
doors to stay for an average
length of more than three
weeks and more than 2,000
people will visit our Family
Room each month. While the holidays can be an especially tough time
to be away from home, there are many ways you can make our families
feel safe and comfortable during a very difficult time in their lives.  

Did you know that, while we ask families to pay $15 per night if they
are able, we never require payment and more than 90% of families

cannot pay anything at all
toward their stay? That’s why
we count on you, our friends
in the community, to support
our programs so we can 
continue providing the 
comforts of home regardless
of families’ ability to pay 
to stay in our House or visit 
our Family Room. 

There are many ways to 
give to RMHC of Nashville.
Please take time to read over
the following page that 

explains how. ‘Tis the Season of Giving, and with your help, you can
light up the lives of families like Garry, Logan and Timothy’s by making
a year-end donation to the House. 

Garry, whose family stayed with us
for many nights in 2005, came by to 
visit the staff this year. It’s hard to 

believe he’s twelve years old!

Logan’s family made our House 
their home for six nights in 2009 
when he had heart surgery and 

he’s a  healthy and strong 
seven-year-old now.

Timothy, who is almost two, stayed 
with us for one month this year after 

the premature birth of his baby
brother. He quickly won the hearts

of the staff and volunteers.
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Kenai Payes

S.O.S. Sponsor
S.O.S. stands for “Stock Our Shelves.” Sponsors support the Ronald
McDonald Family Room outside the Pediatric Critical Care Unit at
Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt by providing a
$500 donation to underwrite one month of snacks, beverages, and
supplies for the more than 2,500 individuals who visit our Family
Room each month. As a sponsor, your name will be displayed in
the Family Room as the “S.O.S. Sponsor of the Month.”

Share A Night
Did you know we subsidize all but $15 of the $83 cost per night, per
family to stay in one of our rooms? In 2014 we served more than 574
families in our House and operated at 100% occupancy. More than
93% of families – that’s 534 families - could not afford to pay 
anything toward their stay.  Thanks to the Share a Night program, no
one was turned away for their inability to pay. Your donations help
us continue serving all families, whether or not they can contribute.

Why Your Donation Matters
Your gift to RMHC of Nashville allows us to “keep families close” by providing essential resources and a “home away from home” 
for families of critically ill children receiving inpatient or outpatient medical care at Nashville area hospitals.

Our annual budget is more than $1,300,000 per year, and 100% of our program and operational funding is raised through the community
from individuals, corporations, private foundations and organizations.   

There are many ways you can help us help families in need, and we appreciate every donation!  You can donate online to our 
various programs at rmhcnashville.com or by mail at Ronald McDonald House Charities Nashville, 2144 Fairfax Avenue, 
Nashville, TN 37212. If you have questions or want more information, feel free to contact us by phone, at 615-343-4000, or via 
email at info@rmhcnashville.com.

Because there are so many ways to invest in our programs, we’ve  highlighted a few different 
ways to give to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville, starting with these options: 

Planned Giving
Make a Gift and Make a Difference!  Did you know you can make a more significant gift than you ever imagined, without sacrificing
income or security for your own family? These are several ways you can help us serve families of seriously and chronically ill children
through planned gifts: 

• Donate gifts of stock • Include us as a beneficiary of your retirement plan
• Name us in your will • Make us the beneficiary of a life insurance plan

If you have already made or plan to make a planned gift to RMHC of Nashville, please contact us so we can include you in the Children’s
Legacy Society.  We respect that some donors prefer anonymity and invite you to let us know about your plans on a confidential basis.
Knowing your plans to help families of critically ill children helps us plan wisely for the future. 

Vehicle Donation Program
Do you have an old car gathering dust in the garage or driveway? Maybe you received a car you don’t need as a result of an estate gift
and you’re not sure how to get it off your hands without paying taxes on a sale or fees to have it removed. We can help!

Donations of used cars, trucks, boats or RVs help provide families with the comforts of home at the Nashville Ronald McDonald House
and Ronald McDonald Family Room. Your donation of an item you really don’t want helps keep families together when they’re caring
for a seriously ill child. On average, each vehicle donated provides enough funding to pay for one week at the local Ronald McDonald
House for a family of a seriously ill child.

“The vehicle donation program comes at an important time for our organization,” Liz Piercy, RMHC of Nashville Executive Director, said.
“If you think the old car in your driveway isn't worth much, we want to turn that thinking around. Even if your car doesn’t run, it can
help a family at the Nashville Ronald McDonald House.”

Vehicles are picked up for free and every donation is tax deductible. To make a donation or learn more, visit www.CarsHelp.org or call
toll free at 855-CARS-HELP (227-7435).

For More Information:  615-343-4000 or rmhcnashville.com
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If you are interested in making a donation In Honor or In Memory of someone special,  please visit our website:
www.rmhcnashville.com and click the donate button near the top of the web page.

Livy Lewis’ parents, Chris and Erin,
stayed with us in 2013 after she was
born at 33 weeks and underwent 
surgery when she was just one day
old. That wasn’t her first surgery –

incredibly, Livy also
had Spina Bifida Fetal
Surgery at just 22
weeks. Each year on
the anniversary of her
life-saving fetal surgery,
Livy’s parents return to
our House to deliver

donations to help other 
families. They call this Miracle
Day for good reason. Now
nearly two-and-a-half, Livy is
a beautiful toddler and we
love to see how she’s growing
and changing.

She is currently learning to walk with her gait trainer and has a brand
new pink wheelchair on its way to help her with long distances. Livy
is in preschool two days each week and loves Peppa Pig, reading, and
playing outside. Thanks to the Lewis family for keeping in touch and
supporting our programs!

Our Playroom Shines Like a New Penny!
Since it opened in
September, the most
popular room in our
House these days is
the newly renovated
playroom!  From the
top to the bottom, 
everything is brand 
new, thanks to the 
generosity of Neil

Orne of Nashville’s News 2, interior designer
Leslie Ann Wilson, the Josie Mazzo Foundation,
and many other generous donors.  After noticing
the wear and tear on the playroom while hosting
the Calls for Kids Telecast earlier this year, 

Orne challenged viewers to donate in conjunction with his 
participation in the Country Music Marathon. Viewers responded and a
large portion of the renovation cost was funded through their generosity. 

Our new playroom is engaging
for kids of all ages. The bright
blues and greens throughout the
room are cheerful and welcoming.
Renovations included lighting,
bath fixtures, windows looking in
from the dining room, custom
storage and seating. Our young visitors enjoy the built-in train table,
dollhouse, reading nook, kitchen, workbench, art center and many
other entertaining toys. 

Thank you for supporting our efforts to give one of our well-loved
spaces a refresh! 

Follow us on:

OTHER VERY IMPORTANT DAY-TO-DAY DONATION NEEDS

More than 35,000 students
from 76 schools participated
in the 11th Annual Pull 
Tab Collection Challenge
Contest benefitting Ronald
McDonald House Charities
of Nashville.  These students
collected tabs from all over
middle Tennessee, southern
Kentucky and northern
Alabama, to see which school

and individual could collect the most aluminum tabs to benefit 
our programs. The winners are:

• 1st Place in the Schools category: The King’s Daughters’ Day
School in Columbia, TN with 90 students and 29.4 ounces 
collected per student.

• 1st Place in the Individuals category: 
Jacy Hinds, who collected 2,848 ounces. 

News 2’s Paige Hill and our good friend
Ronald McDonald announced the winners
and celebrated all of the participating schools 
during the Pull Tab Drop Day event on 
November 20.  All students taking part in the
challenge received a free ice cream cone
coupon from McDonald’s and the winning
school and individual receive free lunches 
for each person. 

If you didn’t participate this year, don’t worry!
We collect pull tabs year-round, so you can

start gathering them anytime. For more about the program, please
visit our website.

The Power of Pull Tabs Evident in School Participation

Students from King’s Daughter’s Day School celebrated 
their winning streak with a 1st place win in this year’s 

Pull Tab Collection Challenge Jacy Hughes, winner of the 
individuals category, takes a cute

selfie with News 2’s Paige Hill 
following the Drop Day’s festivities. 

THEN & NOW – Checking in with Livy Lewis


